
Essex & Suffolk Water – Water Regulations Information Sheet No IS - 0009 

Issue 3 - 21st October 2008 

The information contained within this document is for information only and is correct at the time of issue.  

All installations must conform to the requirements of the Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999. 

Essex & Suffolk Water can accept no liability for any loss or injury resulting from the use of this 
information. 

      
 

 
 
 

 

TYPE ‘AA’ & TYPE ‘AB’ AIR GAPS 
 

                                                                                                                     

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
      
 

WATER REGULATIONS 

 

INFORMATION SHEET 

Inlet 

Servicing 
Valve 

Type AA Air Gap. 25mm or 2x 
the internal diameter of the 

outlet. Whichever is the greater 

Servicing Valve Outlet 

Warning Pipe – Discharges 
To Conspicuous Location 

Valve Outlet 

Servicing 
Valve 

Valve Outlet 
Lid (Optional) 

Weir Overflow – BS 6281 

Type AB Air Gap 

Inlet 

Outlet Servicing Valve 

Designed Maximum Water 
Level – Not Less Than 25mm 
Below Warning Pipe 

Designed Maximum Water Level 
Not Less Than 25mm Below 
Warning Pipe 
 

Warning Pipe – Discharges 
To Conspicuous Location 

Fittings may be supplied from these systems by either gravity or a pump / 
booster set. 

 

Type ‘AA’ 

Type ‘AB’ 
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TYPE ‘AB’ AIR GAPS – WEIRS COMPLYING TO FORMER BS6281 

 

Examples Of Acceptable Weir Sizes At 3.6 Bar Supply Pressure : 
 

Internal 
Diameter Of 

Inlet Pipe 
mm (inch) 

W 

Minimum Weir Width (mm) 

OW 

Required 
Depth Of Weir 

Cut (mm) 

CW 

Maximum 
Thickness Of 
Weir Crest 

(mm) 

UW 

Minimum 
Vertical Depth 

Below Weir 
(mm) 

Unobstructed 

Meshed 
0.65mm 

Max opening 

13 (1/2”) 150 360 50 110 45 

20 (3/4”) 210 505 75 175 70 

26 (1”) 260 625 104 255 105 

39 (1 ½”) 350 840 140 310 125 

46 (1 ¾”) 400 960 165 355 145 

52 (2”) 500 1200 190 420 170 

72 (3”) 600 1440 295 750 300 

102 (4”) 750 1800 370 814 325 

 
 

 
 
 

WATER REGULATIONS 

 

INFORMATION SHEET 

VIEW A VIEW A 

Bottom of float operated valve body 
to be no lower than top of weir. 

Weir cut to  
BS 6281 Part 1 : 1992 
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MAINS SUPPLIED COMMERCIAL STANDPIPES 

 
 

WATER REGULATIONS 

 

INFORMATION SHEET 

Mounting Stake 

Self-Closing, Non-Concussive 
Tap Without Hose Union Facility 

Pipework Insulated In 
Accordance With BS 5970 

Pipe Securely Clipped To Support 

Drain tap 

Double check Valve 
Assembly 

Ground 
Level 

Stop Tap To BS 5433 
In Underground 
Chamber With Lid 

Duct sized To 
Accommodate 
Insulation 

End Of Duct 
To Be Sealed 

Min 
150mm 

Min 
450mm 

Note:- 
If a Hose Union  tap is fitted, then the standpipe must not be installed within 20m of a 
bin store, or on a non-domestic premises, unless supplied via a type ‘AA’ or type ‘AB’ air 
gap. 

 

(Part Section) 
Lockable, 
Weather and 
Vandal Proof 
Cabinet 


